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MURDER OF THE
AMEER.

SHOT DEAD IN CAMP.

The following statement was issued by tly
Press Bureau yesterday morning :—

News has been received from Kabul of th
ieath of the Ameer of Afghanistan.

Full details are still lacking, but it appear
that the Ameer was attacked very early i
morning while in camp in Laghman on Febru
try 20 and shot dead.

No arrests have yet been rcported in con
aexion with the murder, the motives of whicl
Are at present obscure.

An account of the life of the Ameer appear
on the preceding page.

“THE DEVIL'S RESTING-PLACE.’

The Laghman Valley, where the Ameer wa
encamped, is a rich and fertile area Iyin
between Kabul and Jellalabad, north of the roac
to Peshawar.

The le of Kabul have a tradition tha
when t vil was expelled from Paradise h
was thrown ioto . The valley i
slways known to the Afghans as *‘ The Devil’
first resting-place.”
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“Habibullah, the Ameer of
Afghanistan, was a good friend

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1919, of ours in the war, and his faith
— in our ultimate victory never
The Ameer of Afghanistan. wavered for a moment”.

Hammsurram, the Ameer of Afghanistan,
was & good [riend of oars in the war,and his

faith in our ultimate victory never wavered THE AMEER OB‘

for & moment. Had he been murdered during -

the war, one would not have had far to look s A-FGHAN ISTAN.
for & motive, for tho country was often visited p—

by Turkish and German emissaries, all anxious = X
to seduce the Auxzenr from our cause and to PEI‘bONA LITY AND
stir up trouble on the Indian frontier. CAREER.

A FRIEND OF THE ALLIES

The sssassination of the Amesr Habibully

[ Afghanistan, who was & stanoh friend mm
- 3 M é . .. . 2 $ "
Jo |§ ) as U slly of Groat Britain throughout the war, i
dJuA’ )JJ‘; - 220 cortain to have an unsettling effoct upon th
. i I '))3 5, - K A internstional situation in the Middle East,
Il ?

During the last four and & hali yoar

. . e (.G Afghanistan bas been a real “ buffer State
v 92 L:-J..w o JJ-J-AJ-«-& ruﬁ wnd has wardod off all attompts on the part o
) enemy agents to obtain sccess to the India
Q1 wf.nl J.'ﬁ» dSw’.‘;y (Cye Mo froutier through Persis. Even if the questio

of the succession to the Throne of Kabal |

Ob)ﬂ’ ~)M_§ S ok slas | setiled without strife, it is unlikely that sn

new Ameer will be able to rule as firmly as th

R . Z . murdered ruler. Habibullah was not so ster |
j)'iu)‘:“—"“}:(@L@’.JJI)&—"/ snd ruthless as his father, Abdur Rahman
_ e bl be nu\b:rnbesit::d }1‘0 punish with terrib)
Tl 4L O ssverity w be ¢ t oceasion required it
sl Sy S slobo \\'n';l:d s in Sudin & né-n mp:’e?} remon
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The India Office has issued a new and rather clumsy statement
about the Kabul succession, which begins with a recital of minor
facts and ends with the surprising suggestion that Nasrullah Khan,
brother of the murdered Habibullah , is not the new Ameer after all.
...... According to the India Office, however, the people of Kabul
declined to recognize Nasrullah’s succession, and Amanullah Khan,
who is the third son of Habibullah, declared himself Ameer in the
capital. Thereupon, we are told, Nasrullah made submission to
Amanullah. Until further information is forthcoming, it will be
advisable not to assume that the succession has been finally
decided.
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From — His Majesty’s Secretary of State of India, London
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To—His Excellency the Viceroy (Foreign and Political Department),
Simla

Afghanistan. Please communicate to Amanullah from His Majesty
the King the following message:-Begins. The tragic news of death
of your father, the late Amir Habibullah Khan, filled me with
unfeigned sorrow. The late Amir was regarded by me as a true
friend and | deeply deplore his untimely death. | desire to convey to
you my sincere condolences on irreparable loss which you and your
country have sustained. Ends.

Document should be addressed to Amanullah as Amir but not as
“His Majesty”. You will use your discretion, in view of latest
developments, as to whether message should be delivered.

Serial No. 143 in Afghan Succession file, this refers to your
"telegram of the 16" April
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Telegram P, No. 1461-R, dated (and received) the 26" May 1919

The Hon’ble the Chief Commissioner and Agent to the From-
Governor-General in the North-West Frontier Province, Peshawar,

To-The Secretary to the Government of Indiain the Foreign and
Political Department, Simla (repeated Private Secretary to the
Viceroy, Army, Chief of the General Staff and Baluchistan)

Until yesterday situation throughout North-West Frontier

Province was all that could be desired and all is well today in
northern half. Yesterday Afghan forces on all fronts seemed to be
retiring or stationary, all tribes were in good mood and there
seemed to be no prospect of trouble but | have just learnt that
acting apparently on his own initiative and against wish of Political
Agent, whom he may not have been able to consult, General Officer
garrisons of all posts in Upper Tochi Commanding, Tochi withdrew
and on Thal —ldak line. Upper posts were occupied immediately and
burnt by Masuds and Wazirs and Spinwam was occupied by
Afghans. ... We may presume that General Nadir Khan will now
move to Tochi.”.
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“Report received from Arandu that all regular troops from Sarkanni
reinforcement to Barikot Thana five regiments have been allotted
for an attack on Chitral under Mir Zaman Khan, who reached
Asmar, May 8™, at 8 P.M. Attack will, according to one report begin
on the 15" instant, another report is that they will await rifles which
are expected from Jalalabad”.
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TELERRONE, WHITENALL 9400,
WAR OFFICE.
WHITERALL,

LONDON.S.W. |

n
23rd April, 1943
n
{1t
ood
s
1ere
1e
:an
I am taking advantage of sending you a 18y
personal letter by hand of one of lountbatten's .ng
officers, to give you the inside history of our
recent exchange of cables about diterranean .
opegrations and their atiendsnt er plana. 1ese

You may hove felt our decisions were somewhot
arbitrary, but I cen assure you in fact that the
C.0.8, Conmittee gave the most careful consideration
both to your recommendstion snd nlso to Jumnbo's.

‘le have had recent information thet tae

Bosche have been reinforcing and strengthening their
defences in Greece and Crete and 2.I.G.8. felt thet
our forces for the assnult were insufficient. It was
sgreed by the Chiefs of Staff that the S5th Division
shduld be reinforced by one Brigasde Group for the
agsault on the beach south of CAPE ARAXOS and that a
similar reinforcement should be made for the S6th
Division at KALAYATA. We are esrmarking the necessary -
forces and shipoing. <

Jumbe Wilson had proposed to select SICILY
as cover target for “HUSKY"; but we have already
chosen 1t as cover for operations "BRIUSTONE". The

General the Hon, Sir Harold R.L.3. Alexander,
GiCiB.5C.8.T.,D,8.0,%.C.,
qead1unruera,

isth Aray Group

- Z 3
it 36 e 5
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