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The writings of Professor Morgenstierne

When 1 met the famous Norwegian philologist, Professor
Morgenstierne, in Kabul in 1946 I asked him his views regarding the
book. Earlier 1 had sent him a copy of the book. He answered that his
study of Paghto had not reached a level where he could comment on the
literature and poetry and their evolution. However, in the second edition
of the English version of The Encyclopaedia of Islam he has written an
article on the Paghto language where he says:

"Paghto is in its origin and structure an Iranian language, although
it has borrowed freely from Indo-Aryan. It shares all the common
Iranian sound-changes. It sides with other Eastern Ir. languages... In its
origin it is probably a "Saka" dialect, introduced from the North, but it
is not possible to define its relationship more closely...

Until recently no Paghto literary work older than the 17th century
had been published. But in the Almanach de Kabul, 1940-1 (Da Kabul
Salnama) Abd al-Hayy Habibi published fragments of the Tadhkirat-i
Awliya by Sulayman Maku, containing poems said to go back to the
11th century. In 1944 he published in Kabul the Peta Khazana by
Muh 1 Hotak, which is professed to be written in Kandahar
(finished 1729), and to be an anthology of Pashto poets from the 8th
century down to the time of the compiler. But these works raise a num-
ber of grave linguistic and historical problems, and the question of their
authenticity cannot be finally settled until the manuscripts are made
available for philological investigation. Even if the authenticity of the
Khazna is admitted, however, Muhammad Hotak's dating of the oldest
poems may be doubted. According to Raverty, Shaykh Mali in 1417
wrote a history of the Yusufzays, but nothing more is known about
this work." (The Encyclopaedia of Islam, vol. 1, p. 220, 1960).
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