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The Afghans consider themselves the descendants of the lIsraelites. They

assert that their remote progenitor, named Afghan, had three sons, viz.
Saraban to whom the Sarabani clan trace their lineage; the second,
Ghurghansht from whom the Gurghastis claim descent, and the third Batan to
whom the pedigree of the Batani tribe is ascribed. From these three branches
they developed into their several clans, each distinguished by its eponymous
tribarch. The following septs unite in SARABAN, vis., Tarin, Baraich, Miyanah,
Kharshin, Shirani, Urmar, Kasi, Jamand, Kheshgi, Katani, Khalil, Mohmandzai,
Daudzai, Yusufzai, Kaliyani, and Tarklani. From GHURGHUSHT spring the
Surali, Jilam, Orakzai, Afridi, Jagtani, Khattaki, Kararani, Bawar, Mansub, Kakar,
Naghar, Bani, Maswani, Pani, and Taran. To BATAN are ascribed the Ghilzai,
Lodi, Niyazi, Lohani, Sur, Bani, Sarwani and Kakbor.

It is said that Mast Ali Ghori whom the Afghans call Mati had illicit intercourse
with one of the daughters of Batan. When the results of this clandestine
intimacy were about to become manifest, he preserved her reputation by
marriage, and three sons were born to him, vis., Ghilzai, Lodi, and Sarwani.

Some assert the Afghans to be Copts, and that when the Israilites came to
Egypt from Jerusalem, this people passed into Hindostan. The tradition si too
long to be condensed within narrow limits, but it is noticed in passing as a
fanciful digression.
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A LETTER FROM THE LATE HENRY VANSITTART, ESQ.
TO THE PRESIDENT.



Sir,

HAVING some time ago met with a Persian abridgment, composed by Maulavi
Khairuddin of the Asrarul Afaghinah, or the secrets of the Afghans, a book
written in the Pushto language by HUSAIN the son of SABIR, the son of KHIZR...

Under those impressions, | venture to lay before the Society the translation
of an abridged history of the Afghans, a tribe at different times subject to,
and a specimen connected with, the kingdoms of Persia nd Hindustan. | also
submit a specimen of their language, which is called by them Pukhto; but this
word is softened in Persian into Pushto.

HENRY VANSITTART.
Calcutta, March 3, 1784
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A SPECIMEN OF THE PUSHTO LANGUAGE.
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By the oppreffion of tyrannical rulers,
Fire, the grave, and Pag/bor, all three have been rendered equal.
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With refpeét to prayers enjoined by the Sunnab, they are remitted.
It is thus exprefled in the reports:
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If a man perform them, it is very laudable. If he do not perform them, it is no
crime in him.

If the difpofition be not good, O Mirza,
What difference is there between a Sayyed and a Brabman!

NOTE TO MR. VANSITTART'S PAPER ON THE AFGHANS BEING
DESCENDED FROM THE JEWS. See the Works of Sir William TFones,

Vol I. p. 331.
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https://www.facebook.com/alalzad/posts/10215557795879404

3. Jarrett. The Ain | Akbari by Abul Fazl Allami. Asiatic Society of Bengal. Vol
[l. 1949.

https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.276273

4. Jones, W., Supplemental Volumes to The works of Sir W. Jones containing
the whole of the Asiatick Researches Hitherto Published, V. I. London, 1801.

https://archive.org/details/supplementalvolu0ljone
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http://haqiqat.se/images/Afghan_Histori_Book/PDF/%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%BA%D9%86%D9%87. pdf
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http://pashtoacademy.uop.edu.pk/journal/pdf/2011-Pasht-40-Khalil-HenryVansi.pdf




