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Fabaceae (Dicot.)
Genus: Astragalus

Number of taxa in Afghanistan: 320
Number of Afghan endemics: 156
Number of taxa in Prov. Bamyan: 68

Distribution

Life form

Ecology

Elevation

Flower

Fruit

Number of Prov. Bamyan endemics: 12

All over the N hemisphere with
ca.2,500 species in the Old World,
500 in the New World; the largest
genus in Afgh; in all regions, domi-
nant in tragacanth elevational
belt. Very common is Astragalus
campylorhynchus Bunge (map)
Annual or perennial herbs, sub-
shrubs, or shrubs, often spiny, gla-
brous or hairy, very variable; leaves
paripinnate or imparipinnate or leaf-
lets rarely verticillate, rachis often
spiny, stipules green or membranous
Deserts, semi-deserts, dry slopes,
rocks, scree, rather common in all
regions

In all elevations

Racemes axillary, sessile or pedun-
culate, loosely or densely few to
many flowered, flowers subsessile
or with a distinct pedicel; bracte-
oles sometimes present, calyx
campanulate to tubular, with 5
equal or unequal teeth mostly
hairy on inner side, sometimes in-
flated in fruit

Legumes very variable, mostly
keeled ventrally and grooved dor-
sally, 1-locular or incompletely or
completely 2-locular, walls mem-
branous, leathery or rarely hard
and legumes then nutlike

Some traditional use known; in vil-
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FGA:442-451 (Fa-06-26); VPA:294-317
The biggest genus in Afghanistan, identification difficult,
needs macroscopic features
See also Astragalus bezudensis, A. delicatulus, A. farakulumensis, A.
lasiosemius
(» See also own PPs)
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