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No. 380 Telegraphic [E 6r40/1[44] o L@.J “ral ok K3 candlia
CONSTANTINOPLE, May 29, 1921, 4.45 p.m. ’ ) =~

My telegram No. 966" and my telegram No. g70* (last paragraph).

No. 198
Mpr. Rattigan (Constantinaple) to Earl Curzon ( Received May 30, 11.30 a.m.)

T i U ydiie A S

Exccution of Mustafa Saghir reported in my telegram No. 379 affords FLUNLT RPN | JEDY ||
still further proof that the attitude of Angora is completely anti-British and : 3 A< o ;
that leaders there will stop at nothing. Palitana incident* at (? Adalia), G » -
closing down of Abbott's mines,® denial of access to Nationalist ports to J—aV! WYY Lsy\—"\:u-a ‘-i—l,,
British ships,* non-execution of exchange of prisoners agreement,” and Ly cadids o o a$ < 3
increasing violence of Angora press, all point in the same direction, . S : ,: o

Our professions of neutrality in Turco-Greek conflict carry no conviction @)\—1 A g Qg Al ),1\5‘4-*&3
in Angora. Whether sincerely, or for reasons of policy, leaders there com- ad | \ VY
pletely identify us with Greeks. Recent excesses of latter in Yalova® area }M‘) € - < . f
unfortunately tend to exacerbate feeling against us also. )—&.‘-‘ J‘ H‘Js‘l’ )l

) Attitude of Ang[?ra tuwartlzf Frcnch is hard.Iy less l:osnlc, t]lOuf_{h it is less sralae Gl O \)5 GAl_u
violent. French High Commissioner here quite realizes that policy of con- z. .
ciliating Nationalists has proved a failure.® Neither Kemalists nor Greeks oSl a1 5l )l Aol
seem really anxious to take initiative in fresh hostilities on a large , , . .0 A.'\)L\.w a

It is difficult to see how [ar situation in Asia Minor . . .'9 without . . o,
When Sir H. Rumbold's telegram No. 325" was drafted it was possible to
hope that even if Nationalists defeated Greeks they would hesitate to join
issue with us openly and would prefer to acquire dominant position here
gradually without open onslaught on allied forces. In their present mood
however they are capable of bolder course. In case of Greek reverse we
have to reckon with possibility of military attack accompanied perhaps by
attempt at a coup de main here. Constantinople is ripe for disorder.

(212 4xlal)

' Of May 21, not printed. In this telegram Sir H. Rumbold reported that his Ttalian
colleague had information ‘corroborating fact that extremisis at Angora are in ascendant’,

2 No. t8a.

3 (O May 29, not printed. Mustapha Saghir was a British Indian, who was held prisoner
by the Nationalists. On May 12 Sir H. Rumbold had telegraphed 1o Bekir Sami claiming
the surrender of this man under the exchange of prisoners agreement,

4 See Mo. 180, n. 1. ¢ See No. 169, n. 5. & See No. 192,
7 See No. 16q. & Sec No. 172. ® Cf. No. 166.
18 The text is here uncertain. " No. 149.



